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Aun il painting by Shai Azoulay, "Monument.” (Phote: Sha Asouly)
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“Out of the Landscape,’ another oil by Azoulay.

A portrait by Netanel Bollag. ¢

recelves a dose

of contemporary arf

= By KAYVLA ROSEN

ithin the lsraeh art world, Tid
Wﬂﬂv s genemlly reganded as

the home of contemporary art,
with popular galleries like the Tel Aviv
Museur of Art andd the Helena Rulsin-
stein Pavilion for Contemporary A,
O the other hand, Jerusabem s known
for its classhcal art that reflects the stan-
dard deas around Judaism,

Bait these notbons ame starting 1o
change with the introduction of the
MasterPleced Contemporary Art Fair
that takes place at Jerusalem’s Wosen-
bach Contemposary thirough September
6, This Gair features 300works of ant from
60 carchully sclected [sracli artists, in
onder to better introduce Jerousalemites
to contemporary art and o give these
artists a venue, W“lﬂlli' in Jerusalem,

Unlike most aet fairs whene each plece
has its osvm individual price, the art at
MasterPloced will be split up into foar
different pricing categories: MIS 230, NI%
1,000, 315 2,500 and XI5 5,500, The rea-
son is that the fair is all about accessibil-
ity. giving anyvone the ability to pur-
chase the ant and not just the typheal
buivers.

“Ume thing that is unigue about Jeru-
salern is there™ not really a wellastab-
Hshad group of collectoss o conswmers
of art.” sabd Uri Bosenbach, founder of
Hosenbach Contemporary and the oga-
nirer of the far *Whoen a collector Bets
dtarted, they aren't golng to spend IS
30,000 vo NIS 30,000 on a palnting.
They want to go entry level, so what we
are trving 1o do is bring that entey level
to a collector.”

The fairis belng put together by Rosen-
bach Contemporary with support from

the Jerusalem Municipality and the
Bezalel Academy of Art and Design,
Ruvsenibaaclu, v was ore in Bhe LS and
morved to Isragl in 1979, has worked in
classical art both as a dealer and as an
auctioneer. Alter 20 years on the job, he
nediced a gap in Jerusalem’s art industry
when it Came W coniemporany art, 50 he
opened Hosenbach Conternporary in
October 2005 as a way to begin o Gl
that gap.

“Uri's vishon for contemporary art is
urtheared of in Jerusalem,” said Mindy
Welscl, an artist who ks taking part in
the fair. “He does a lot of good with the

. He finads wavs 1o improve working
artists who don have the epportunity
and don't have an exhibit. And he coe-
ates ensugh space so evervbody feels
like they cam have something on the
wall, I'm 100 percent behind the gal-
lery.”

Mo with MasterMeceS, Rosenbach is
trying not anly o ghve contemporary art
a bdgger platform in Jerusalem, bt also
b give younger artists a chance o Ealn
expoare in o tough industry, He didn®
choose for the falr only veberan artists
whom he knew, but put out 5 call for
artists on Facebook. From there, Boswens
bach and the team that erganized the
falr namrowed down the artist submis-
shons based mostly on the quality of the
work

“something that came as a shock o
m is that contemporary artists almos
alweays sign on the back of thelr wok,”
sald Rosenbach. *One of the ideas
behind this s that the guality of the
painting speaks for itself, The fact that
it's signed by Picasso does not make it
gl 18" pood because it's a good palng-
img of drnwing.”

One persen who has plaved a major
rile and who also mefleds the overnall
oitfective of the falr is the curator, Neta-
nel Bollag. The 25%vear-old graduatod
from the Reralel Acaderny this year, and
ks still am emerging antist. Yet Rosenbach
has given him the opportunity mot only
to show his work at the fale, but abso o
curate It, which entalls picking the art-
ists and pleces toexhibit. Tollag wanted
to be a part of the fair, because its
important to him that contemponany
artists work in Jerusalem.

“The obvious center of art in Israel s
Tel Awiv, and when vou are far from the
center & very interesting process can
happen,” sakd Bollag, “People oreate a
fot and ty a lot in Jerusabem,. Many
voling areists here ane tryving to find their
own way, and also find o way to react to
the city, which is so complex and has so
many different societies in "

Raollag ks a painter whase work featupes
varkous portraits and seenes that are
inspinsd by evervday life, One time he
was painting on the street, and he kept
golng back to the same spod in onder to
paint 1t sccurately. Someone parked
their car in the middle of the street
before be had finidhed, but instesd of
painting around the car, Ballag opted 1o
addd |t Ento his plcture to capiune the real-
ity of the situation. For Bollag, contem-
porary art is less about the finished
product and more about the process,

“When I paint something in my studio
its a bong process, It's a creatkon,” he
sabd. “Viou like the idea in the beginning,
vou hate it in the middie, and you bove it
in the end. And when someone takes
vour plece home, it's saving that they
are willing o take this process home and
to see bt amad 1o have it in thee living

rorrm aor tlede Kitc lveny, Yoaer |ri|.~|;|.- has its
own life.”

But the flr doesnt only feature
up-and-coming artists, i also offers
work from those who are alrecady stals-
lished in the Geld, Shal Azoulay, one of
the featured artists, holds a master of
fime arts from the Bezalel Acadermy, has
waon several swards and grants, and has
taken part in many exhibits, He is a
paloter whose work deals with caily life
and stardes that are insploed by his Fami-
by, art history, things that he sees on the
street, and the peogle that e mects,

“Im oo of my waorks 1 start with an
idea or a small sketch that becomes a
large painting,” sakl Azoulay, “1 try nast
to think so much. | want things to come
out of the unconscious, I'm looking for
their origin.”

Azoulay had already been working
with Rosenbach Contemporary, so he
felt that it was a natural fiv for him to
partbcipate im the faie. Bt e also undet-
stands the importance of having con-
ternpeirary’ artists in Jerusalem.

“1 by vy work all over the world,
but choose to stay and have my studio
here in Jerusalem,” he wid, “It i the
oAl dallioult and :i||_-.p|:ri.ng pl.r;'r.' for an
artist, e is a cliy with a kot of conflict,
and conflict is what all art and artksts
need

Jemusalem is an eclectic city thal mixes
the obd with the mew, the Onthodox
with the secular, and the conservative
with the libcral in o way that is out of
the ondinary. With events like Master-
PieceS on the horizon, hopefully it will
be abde to showcase this mixture on a

grander scale.
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